Aortoscopy: a less invasive intraoperative method to assess the aortic valve.
Surgical management of mild aortic stenosis coexisting with severe coronary artery disease remains controversial. Direct examination of the aortic root under these circumstances may be decisive. At present, intraoperative assessment of the aortic valve requires an aortic incision which, in itself, may increase the risk of intraoperative complications, particularly when this portion of the aorta is needed to construct proximal graft anastomoses. We present a simple aortoscopic method for direct intraoperative assessment of the aortic valve while performing coronary bypass grafting that obviates the need for aortic incisions.